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Sustainable Campus

Sustainable Campus Initiative is a programme launched in 2014 to engage youth in promoting
environment sustainability within their own campus and the community. It is a platform that enables
networking amongst youth, challenges them to acknowledge their own contribution to
environmental impact and engages them in working constructively towards sustainable solutions.
With their propensity and adaptability to change, youth are often referred to as ‘Drivers of Change’
and as trendsetters they have the power to transform the whole community. That is why SCI
recognises and engages youth to help realise the EmiratesVision 2030 and address the priority issues
such as water, climate change, waste, biodiversity and soon to work towards a sustainable
environment for a sustainable future.

www.sustainablecampus.ae

An initiative of
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Environment Agency - ABU DHABI

Established in 1996, the Environment Agency — Abu Dhabi (EAD) is committed to protecting and
enhancing air quality, groundwater as well as the biodiversity of our desert and marine ecosystem. By
partnering with other government entities, the private sector, NGOs and global environmental
agencies, we embrace international best practice, innovation and hard work to institute effective
policy measures.VWe seek to raise environmental awareness, facilitate sustainable development and
ensure environmental issues remain one of the top priorities of our national agenda.

www.ead.ae

Sponsored by

Borouge

Borouge is a leading provider of innovation, value creating plastics solutions for infrastructure,
automotive components and advanced packaging that address global challenges such as climate
change, food protection, access to fresh water, energy conservation, healthcare and waste
management. A joint venture between the ADNOC and Borealis, Borouge is a groundbreaking joint
venture at the forefront of the next generation of plastics innovation.

www.borouge.ae
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TOWARDS A SUSTAINABLE
COMMUNITY:
DRIVERS OF CHANGE

With their imaginative, civic and systems-thinking skills and desire to become
powerful agents of change in their own communities, Youth are a great asset to any
Nation. In the United Arab Emirates, youth constitutes a sizeable proportion of the
Emirates’ population, and if placed at the higher portals of learning, they are
strategically positioned to promote innovation and research especially with the
country’s commitment towards promoting Green Growth and Sustainable
Development.

For youth, with their ability to make a difference in sustainability and the future, the
advantages of getting involved are clear. But being interested in helping and actually
getting involved are two different things. The Sustainable Campus Initiative (SCI),
launched by the Environment Agency — Abu Dhabi, aims to strengthen and build
leadership capacity among youth, address issues of environmental sustainability and
be the main change agent in the country in working towards and shaping sustainable
communities. That is why it is very important to engage youth to help realise the
Emirates Vision 2030 and address priority issues such as water, energy, waste,
biodiversity and to work towards a sustainable environment for a sustainable future.

Working for environmental sustainability is also the first step that needs to be taken
in the journey towards green growth. All students, regardless of the subjects that
they pursue, need to be equipped with green skills and practice a sustainable
lifestyle. Grassroots student/youth campaigns like advocacy for energy, waste,
water and climate change awareness can impact not only the present generation,
but also generations to come.

The SCl launched by the Environment Agency - Abu Dhabi in 2014 strives to engage
youth and involve them in promoting environment sustainability within their own
campus and their community.

SClI is the platform that has the potential to enable networking amongst youth,
challenge them to acknowledge their own contribution to environmental impact

and engage them in working constructively towards sustainable solutions.

Environment Agency - Abu Dhabi

REPORT OF 2016
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COMMITMENT TOWARDS
SUSTAINABILITY

As a major contributor to the development of the economy of the United Arab
Emirates and Abu Dhabi, Borouge is proud to be one of the world’s leading
producers of polymers for plastic pipes, wires and cables, automotive components,
healthcare and packaging.

Borouge is fully committed to the preservation of the environment and the
well-being of the communities where it operates. In addition to the sustainability
benefits we provide to society, Borouge carefully manages its own operations
continuously aiming to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, energy and water
consumption as well as the overall environmental impact to be the “best in class”.
Borouge has established specific Sustainability Goals to be achieved by 2021.

Borouge is also a signatory of the Chemical industries’ Responsible Care® Global
Charter reflecting our commitment to health and safety, environmental protection,
product stewardship and other key aspects that contribute to a safer and better
environment for society.

In addition to managing the social and environmental footprint of its plants, Borouge
also collaborates with local communities to reduce the impact of plastics on the
environment. Borouge actively participates in the Gulf Petrochemicals and
Chemicals Association’s (GPCA) annual Gulf-wide Waste Free Environment
campaign which aims to raise the awareness of the public on the importance of
preserving the land and marine environment and stop irresponsible littering
especially amongst the youth. Borouge also supports science education through its
Polymers on the Move programme.

The Sustainable Campus Initiative launched together with the Environment Agency
- Abu Dhabi enhances the youths, and therefore the leaders of tomorrow,
understanding and engagement in sustainability and their respective campuses’
environmental footprint and community engagement. Already |14 universities across
the UAE are involved in this unique programme.

Borouge continues upon its journey of sustainability and growth and welcomes the
engagement of its communities.

Abu Dhabi Polymers Company Ltd. (Borouge)

SUSTAINABLE CAMPUS INITIATIVE
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WHAT, WHY AND
HOW OF SUSTAINABLE

CAMPUS INITIATIVE

WHAT

® Build Leadership

* Network

® Reduce Footprint

® Increase Handprint
e Share best practices
* Volunteer

WHY

e Sustainability Action Project

® Green Audit and Management
® Youth Networking

¢ Green Youth Majlis

SUSTAINABLE CAMPUS INITIATIVE

HOW

¢ Contribute to:

® Environmental Sustainability
® Green Economy

e Abu Dhabi Vision 2030
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AWARD WINNERS
FROM 2014-2015

Best Green Campus Audit:
Manipal University, Dubai

Runners Up
Green Campus
Audits: Higher

Colleges of
Technology- Abu
Dhabi Women’s
College

Runners Up
Sustainability

Action project:
Manipal
University, Dubai

Best Sustainability Action
Project: Higher Colleges of
Technology- Ruwais Colleges

REPORT OF 2016
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SUSTAINABLE CAMPUS
INITIATIVE OUTCOMES

University Resource Usage in UAE derived from Audit data received

from 7 Universities in UAE in 2015 - 2016

5400

AVERAGE
STRENGTH OF A
UNIVERSITY IN UAE

819,248 KG

CO, GENERATED
BY ROUTINE
ENERGY PER DAY

SUSTAINABLE CAMPUS INITIATIVE

107 LITRES

AVERAGE WATER
CONSUMPTION PER
DAY PER CAPITA
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SCI ACTIONS

|. Campus Interaction and
Dialogue 2016

More than 120 academicians from 23 universities
across the UAE met on 3rd February 2016 to
commemorate the [9th National Environment
Day and to discuss sustainability in campuses
through an interactive workshop. The expectation
from the workshop was to develop a nationwide
guideline for embedding sustainability across all
campuses in the UAE

As a part of the Sustainable Campus Initiative, this
workshop was a follow up from the previous one
held last year, which had resulted in identifying an
urgent need for mainstreaming sustainability across
the UAFE’s universities and campuses. Through this
year’s workshop, an effort was made by the
participating university diaspora to translate the
need into an action plan.

Representatives from the Ministry of Higher
Education and Scientific Research, EAD, ADEC,
Borouge, declared their support and commitment
for promoting sustainability in universities through
their speeches. The key note address was delivered
by Professor Arjen Wals, a renowned expert on
weaving sustainability in the higher education sector
from WWageningen University in the Netherlands.
The workshop worked around 5 major thrust areas
before arriving at the final guideline. These were
setting the scope of embedding sustainability in our
campuses and identifying capacity building and
training needs, assigning roles and responsibilities;
embedding  sustainability into our campus
infrastructure and operations; engaging with
communities and integrating sustainability into
curricula and promoting research on sustainability.

This workshop saw the formation of a unified
sustainability policy and a framework for action. Main
stakeholders from the universities such as the deans,
professors, coordinators and students along with the
government entities engaged in  meaningful
discussions to arrive at the final outcome. The final
policy will be ready and officially published soon.

SUSTAINABLE CAMPUS INITIATIVE

2. SCI and Global Presence

Networking with International peers has been
an integral component of SCI right from its
inception.

International Conference on Education as a
Driver of Sustainable Development Goals:

This year 6 SCI students from American
University of Ras Al Khaimah, Zayed University,
Petroleum Institute, Manipal University and one
educator from American University of Sharjah
were sent to attend the International
Conference on Education as a Driver of
Sustainable Development Goals, from |Ith to
[3th January, 2016 in Ahmedabad. This
Conference was aimed at bringing together
global experience and expertise to highlight and
strengthen the role of education in realising the
SDGs. The SCI students participated in the
Workshop for Goal 4.4: Empowering Youth for
a Sustainable Future, Youth and Empowerment
and SDGs. The students were part of various
activities like designing a sustainability Start-up,
discussion on Youth and Decision making and
many more over a period of three days.

They gave presentations and talks on Sustainable
Campus Initiative and told their peers in the
workshop about the Green Youth Majlis and
how it has empowered them to take up
sustainability projects and lifestyle. Over the
course of three days, the participants met to
assess the role of education (formal, non-formal
and informal learning settings) in addressing the
issue/SDG through sharing of case examples,
identified ideas/projects/initiatives to be scaled
up, discussed knowledge, skills, attitudes, values
and competencies relevant to addressing the
Goal 44 and developed a draft competency
framework, and developed recommendations to
make education systems more responsive to
address the Goal 4.4 of empowering youth for a
sustainable future.
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Here are some excerpts from the SCI
participants who attended the Conference:

Aaesha Al Shahyari from Zayed University: The
experience was worth to travel and for me | was
viewing sustainability from an educative perspective
for the first time which added to my view on
sustainability rather than studied in university. The
trip was very helpful in understanding the
importance of youth in each and every sector,
especially education and sustainability.

Monica Manoj from Manipal University: This
conference not only covered every single
aspect of sustainability” and achieving the
‘SDG’s’, it also gave all of us fresh ideas to
overcome the challenge of making the idea of
sustainability a reality. This entire experience
was priceless, and | will always be grateful to
the EAD and Borouge for giving us, the Youth,
this huge exposure and experience.

Amer Al Braiky from Petroleum Institute: One of
the most effective conferences | have attended
was the Education as a driver for sustainable
development Goals conference. | would like to
give special thanks for EAD and their
encouragement to students all over the UAE.

Khaled Al Khoujah from Petroleum Institute:
Meeting youth from all around the world, all
interested in environment and building a
brighter future for the coming generation was a
fruitful experience. We participated in the
workshop for Goal 4.4 and contributed to
drafting the document for goal 4.4, and these
sessions were great platforms to establish the
power of youth and the fact that everybody
believes in their abilities.

Mahdi Alizadeh from Manipal University: To
highlight the biggest achievement of my team
over the period of the conference; we were
given an opportunity to showcase our
initiatives and efforts towards sustainability
that has been enabled to us by Green Youth
Majlis, SCI and Borouge, Abu Dhabi.

Obada Almallah from American University of Ras
Al Khaimah Participating in workshop 4.4 that
focused on empowering youth for a sustainable
future was a rich and thoughtful experience that
not only emphasised the effective role of youth in
achieving the sustainable development goals, but
also encouraged me and my group to participate
and take decisions in the methods and routes to
better achieve these goals.

Education for Sustainability, International
Greening Education Event:

Two educators from American University
Sharjah and Manipal University were sent to the
Education for  Sustainability, International
Greening Education Event held in Karlsruhe,
Germany from [9th to 21st October 2016 which
is a platform for various educationists and
stakeholders across the world to exchange,
share and discuss translating education for
sustainability. They got a chance to share their
Green Campus Audits, Sustainability Action
Projects and other SCI activities in a
presentation, with their global peers, which
received positive feedback and was applauded by
man.

Here is an excerpt from Ms. Bhakti More from
Manipal University who attended the conference:
“Thanks to EAD for giving me this opportunity
to interact with representatives from across 18
countries who attended the event and presented
various initiatives. It was inspiring to see
university student’s projects which have made a
noteworthy contribution to the community and
the city.”
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3. Green Youth Majlis

With |6 meetings to date, the Green Youth Majlis
has been one of the most popular components of
the Sustainable Campus Initiative.

Begun in January 2015, more than 300 members
have been a part of the Green Youth Majlis (GYM)
to date. The GYM members take time off their busy
academic schedules once every month to attend
these trainings and have become like a close knit
family now.

The members have undertaken  various
sustainability projects till date and have influenced
many friends and peers to do so too!

Some of the projects undertaken this
year include:

The Urbinsight Project:

After an interaction with Kirstin Miller and Ashoka
Finley of EcoCity Builders at the EcoCity World
Summit in October 2015, the GYM members
planned for an Urbinsight survey in UAE. The
survey was undertaken in some areas of Abu Dhabi
and submitted to Eco City Builders who created
Sankey Maps from the data which represented the
life cycle of Energy in Abu Dhabi. Although done on
a minor scale, the exercise was useful for students
in understanding the Energy sources, usage patterns
and other aspects.

Climate Change Assessment
Research:

A few biodiversity loving GYM members took
part in the Climate Change Assessment research
which was launched by WWF to understand
Dugong habitats in Abu Dhabi. This research was
a month long activity and the members had a
good time researching for the habitat, life cycles
and other aspects of the Dugong population.

Kayaking in the Eastern
Mangroves:

The |3th Green Youth Majlis was a special day for
the members. Students from all over UAE joined
the GYM session which was followed by a kayaking
trip in the Eastern Mangroves. Not only did the
students learn about the mangroves but also had a
great time to unwind in the vicinity of nature.
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Earth Hour:

The GYM members took part in the Earth
Hour celebrations in an event organized
by the Abu Dhabi Municipality in March.
The members arranged for various activities
and sustainability games for the kids and adults
attending the event.

Mercy Drop Project:

With efforts from our committed GYM
members, a new project will soon be launched
in select University Campuses. This project
is aimed at using leftover water from bottles
to quench the thirst of animals and birds on
campus. It is a simple assembly of apparatus
that will be installed in certain areas of campus
where animals/birds frequently visit. Students
can empty their half used water bottles in the
can and throw the bottle in the adjacent bin
kept for the same. The bottles will be sent for
recycling whenever the bin is full.

4 Ramadan Campaign
2.0: Consume With Care
Initiative:

A Campaign carried out by
the Green Youth Majlis

The first initiative of Green Youth Majlis,
in 2015, titled the Ramadan Campaign:
"Consume with Care,” targeted the
reduction of food waste during the Holy
Month of Ramadan. Wasted bread was
collected from several hotels around Abu
Dhabi and transported to some farms on
the outskirts of the city. The camels, goats
and sheep owners in the farms were happy
to receive the bread as a fodder for their
animals.

This year, the Green Youth Majlis
extended the campaign to Dubai and
Sharjah and also to composting leftover
food, apart from giving it to livestock.




-

Around 160 kg of food waste was collected from hotels and
transported to Composters in the Pl campus in Abu Dhabi and
AUS campus in Sharjah, and around 40 kg of leftover bread was
transported to farm animals on the outskirts of the cities.

The students calculated their carbon footprint for every visit and
activity they undertook and as the waste was composted, the
recovered carbon was calculated and accounted to 4| kg. The
students created a report from this campaign and have already
planned for a larger project next year, determined to bridge the
gap between the Carbon Footprint and recovery.

Dr. Fatin Samara from American University of Sharjah who was
instrumental in setting the composting machine in their campus
said “When a member of the Green Youth Majlis contacted me to
help with the project, | was so excited to see how encouraged this
students are towards environmental sustainability. This campaign
is very important because it will create awareness about how easy
and useful setting up and keeping a composter it is.”
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